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been used by the later Greek philosophers, and it, as
well as the syllogism, had even been formulated by Aris-
totle, although this part of his work was not known in
Bacon's day.
Bacon cannot, therefore, really be said to have in-
vented a new method It is also evident that he failed
to appreciate the work of Aristotle and the function of
genius in scientific discovery. But he did largely put
an end to the existing process of a priori reasoning, and
he did call attention to the necessity of careful experi-
mentation and induction. Probably no book ever made
a greater revolution in modes of thinking or overthrew
more prejudices than Bacon's Nomm Organum. It
represents a culmination in the reaction that had been
growing up through the Renaissance, the Reformation,
and the earlier realism.
As far as ^education is concerned, Bacon, while not
skilled or greatly interested in the work himself, influ-
enced profoundly the writing and practice of many who
were, and has done much to shape the spirit of modern
education. His method was first applied directly to
education by a German known as Ratich, and, in a more
effective way, by Comenius, a Moravian,